
APPENDIX 4 

“It has been great to see so many different 

groups working together to make sure the 

project becomes a success.  It has become a 

real community project” 

Daniel Hall 

Roch Valley Educational Partnership 

Recipient: Roch Valley Educational Partnership 

Project: Footpath at Roch Valley Outdoor Learning Site 

Fund: Capital Fund 

Awarded: £2,400 

The Roch Valley Educational Partnership is a group made up of five local schools: Matthew 
Moss High, Marland Hill, Brimrod, Castleton and St Edwards Primary Schools.  The Partnership 
endeavours to deliver learning and community experiences that are not normally found on the 
school curriculum and are not funded from school budgets.  The project they have undertaken 
is to turn a plot of land on Roch Valley Way, Sudden into an educational resource for outdoor 
learning and to enhance the area for the local community.  The idea of an outdoor learning site 
was first voiced by Daniel Hall, Governor at Marland Hill School, who had identified a need for a 
space where local schools could exclusively use for outdoor learning, as some of the local 
schools were constantly having to travel or ask permission to use private land.  Roy Down, 
Outdoor Learning Co-ordinator at Matthew Moss High School, and Daniel Hall identified the 
land at Roch Valley as a potential site and the Council were extremely supportive about the 
planned project. 

Funds awarded enabled the Partnership to create paths on the site to make access to the area 
much easier and safer plus the creation of shallow seasonal ponds and habitat mounds.  
Previously the ground was very heavily waterlogged and rutted making it unsuitable for some 
learners who have special needs.  It has also made it possible for vehicles to drive to the 
bottom end of the site and remove rubbish.  To date nearly 20 tons of fly-tipping have now been 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
cleared off the site with the help of Community Payback and the Ranger Service.  The clearance 
is ongoing and help has been received from the Green Volunteers and Groundwork.  All the co-
ordinating needed for this mammoth task has been carried out by Bob Bevan from Environmental 
Management. 
 
Trees, hedgerows and wildflowers have been planted extensively across the site with the planting 
of flowers and bulbs often in conjunction with school children.  Representatives of the national 
wildlife charity Buglife travelled up from Plymouth to survey the site, and they have now agreed to 
include it as one of their sites for their national B-Line Project.  B-Lines aim to create and restore 
at least 150,000 hectares of flower-rich habitat across Britain.  To deliver this ambitious target 
farmers, land owners and wildlife organisations are encouraged to work together to create flower-
rich grassland in the best locations.  The Roch Valley site will link existing wildlife areas together, 
creating a network, a bit like a railway network, that will weave across the British landscape. 
 
Lancashire Wildlife Trust have been involved in delivering the Wild about Wetlands project on 
behalf of Carillion plc and Inspired Spaces at the site.  Roch Valley Way has received a generous 
portion of their time and commitment.  The site has also benefited from the creation of an 
interpretation board for the site, ecology report and planting sessions. 
 
Roch Valley Outdoor Learning Site will feature on this year’s Rochdale Township entry into North 
West in Bloom, and the Guardian and Observer shortlisted the project for the Observer Ethical 
Awards 2014.  In the media known as the ‘Green Oscars’, they are seen as the ultimate 
recognition in environmental and ethical projects.  The shortlisting of the Partnership’s nomination 
is a fabulous achievement in its own right and recognition of all the hard work by everyone 
concerned. 
 
This quality outdoor learning area is being used by local schools to encourage young people to 
enjoy woodlands/green spaces and nurture a life-long relationship with nature and the 
environment.  Also the local community benefits from a cleaner and safer area that provides 
walkers with an alternative route and point of interest to visit whilst walking through Roch Valley. 

Footpath under construction 

Completed footpath 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

“…engage young people on a journey of 

development that will enable them to 

successfully and confidently achieve a 

sense of economic value/wellbeing” 

Kat Metcalfe 

Youth Worker, Rochdale Council 

 

Recipient: Youth Service, Rochdale Council 

Project: Kingsway Youth Provision 

Fund: Members Fund 

Awarded: £1,200 

 

Youth provision in Kingsway was supported with the funds awarded focusing on Newbold which 
is historically a deprived area of Rochdale with frequent high levels of anti-social behaviour.  
Activities delivered from Moss Street Youth Centre provided a safe place with qualified Youth 
Workers who offer bespoke informal educational packages to young people in the community.  
Young people were encouraged to participate in positive activities that divert them away from 
engaging in anti-social behaviour.  The equipment purchased with the grant has assisted in 
delivering art projects, cooking sessions and also other general activities run at the centre on a 
weekly basis.  Also young people have participated in a community cohesion project last term 
with the World Cup as a focal point. The groups have learnt about Brazil’s history, carnivals, 
costume design, dance and Samba drumming.  This community cohesion event was organised 
and supported by partner agencies and community organisations working in the area.  Youth 
Workers have reported an increase in young people attending the Moss Street Youth Centre.  
These young people will have a better chance of increasing their cultural capital, and develop 
their personal social and emotional education by engaging in holiday programmes that they may 
not necessarily have the opportunity to otherwise.  A steering group has been established 
following the success of this project with the focus on supporting further community development. 



 

  

“RAOS were very pleased with the 

costumes for the show…vital in 

effectively conveying the era” 

Emma Wild 

Committee member, Rochdale 

Amateur Operatic Society 

 

Recipient: Rochdale Amateur Operatic Society 

Project: Costumes for ‘When the lights go on again’ musical 

Fund: Members Fund 

Awarded: £300 

 

Rochdale Amateur Operatic Society performed the wartime musical When The Lights Go On 
Again at the Gracie Fields Theatre from Wednesday 19th to Saturday 22nd February 2014 
(including a Saturday matinee performance).  The Society was able to hire costumes for all 38 
playing members of the Society to take part in the show and convince the audience that it was 
the 1940’s.  The grant awarded contributed towards the Society being able to afford 
professional stage costumes which would be in keeping with the era and be suitable under the 
stage lighting.  All of the Society members enjoyed being in the musical; for some members this 
was their first experience of being on the stage and it really helped to boost their confidence 
and they expressed a wish to be in future shows.  For some other members of the Society 
being in this show proved to be a valuable experience because they wish to follow a career in 
musical theatre. 
 
The Society has received lots of positive comments from the audience about the show, 
including a letter from Roy Sault (the writer of the musical) saying that this show was the best 
performance of the musical he has ever seen.  The  
Society members have received lots of verbal praise  
from members of the audience, and there have been  
two letters sent into the Rochdale Observer praising  
the show, with one saying it was ‘superb’.  The audience  
got a thoroughly enjoyable evening’s entertainment  
from the project as well as perhaps some members  
of the audience learning more about the 1940’s and  
the implications on family life.  The show was advertised 
widely across the borough and 1,640 people attended 
to listen and join in with many of the rousing songs in  
the musical, laugh at the jokes and applauded  
enthusiastically at the end.  Card from the writer of  
the musical and extracts from the programme for  
the show can be found at Appendix 4A. 

 



 

 

 

  

“We now have the capacity to try other 

things such as cooking sessions, ‘come 

dine with me’, etc” 

Emily Bannister 

Treasurer, Jack McCann Court 

Residents Association 

Recipient: Jack McCann Court Residents Association 

Project: Cooking at Jack McCann Court 

Fund: Members Fund 

Awarded: £500 

 

Jack McCann Court Residents Association aim to improve the health and wellbeing of people 

living in the area, especially through activities to lessen isolation.  The grant enabled the 

association to increase the number of social activities in their communal lounge with a new 

cooker to successfully cater for these events.  Tasty hot meals encourage more residents to join 

in the social activities and benefit from nutrition vital for maintaining their health.  Monthly pie 

and peas suppers with bingo are popular, weekly coffee mornings with bacon butties and ad 

hoc events such as a commemoration of World War One have encouraged elderly residents to 

socialise and make friends. 

“…the lounge is used much more for 

social activities, and even just spending 

time in there to chat” 

Edna Taylor 

Treasurer, Falinge Mews Tenants & 

Residents Association 

Recipient: Falinge Mews Tenants & Residents Association 

Project: Tables for communal lounge 

Fund: Members Fund 

Awarded: £350 

 

Falinge Mews Tenants & Residents Association wished to improve the communal lounge with 

plans to redecorate, lay new carpets and furnish with new chairs and tables.  The grant 

contributed towards the purchase of tables that were light enough to be moved by the elderly 

tenants and wheelchair friendly.  The communal lounge is used to deliver social activities such 

as arts & crafts sessions, bingo and coffee mornings. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

“…passers by complimenting us on the 

improvement to the area.  Is now an 

attractive, clean and tidy area which 

welcomes visitors” 

Bob Bonner 

Curator, Greater Manchester Fire 

Service Museum 

 

Recipient: Greater Manchester Fire Service Museum 

Project: Enhance Museum entrance & provision of educational material 

Fund: Communities & Engagement Fund 

Awarded: £1,317.11 

 

Greater Manchester Fire Service Museum aims to advance the education of the public in the 

history and development of the Fire & Rescue Services, preserve and restore artefacts and 

items connected with the service and educate the public in fire safety.  The working museum 

located on Maclure Road, Rochdale wished to enhance this tourist attraction and education 

centre with the installation of planters at the entrance of the building and production of 

educational/promotional literature.  The grant enabled the Museum to install three planters at 

the southern side of the entrance that prevented unauthorised parking at this location and 

improved the gateway to Rochdale in this conservation area.  Five Museum volunteers carried 

out the planting up of the planters in a single morning.  Also the funds awarded contributed to 

educational/promotional literature about the history and development of the fire and rescue 

services in Greater Manchester and activity sessions available in this valued local museum. 



 

 

 

  

“…brilliant reviews from all that attended.  

Especially comments on the set, 

costumes, make-up and wigs which 

allowed individuality of each character” 

Alex Blakeley 

Hon Secretary, Heywood Amateur 

Operatic & Drama Society 

 

Recipient: Heywood Amateur Operatic & Drama Society 

Project: La Cage Aux Folles 

Fund: Members Fund 

Awarded: £300 

 
Heywood Amateur Operatic & Drama Society was formed in 1930 and is affiliated to the 
National Operatic and Dramatic Association (NODA) and Greater Manchester Drama 
Federation (GMDF).  The Society aims to bring people together to participate in or enjoy the 
arts.  Two full musicals are produced each year: one for the senior section (aged 16+) and one 
for Hey Kids (aged 8-18), plus plays and concerts are performed from time to time.  The senior 
show is normally in early March each year and the Hey Kids show in mid-October.  All 
performances are held at Heywood Civic Centre and attended by people from across the 
borough and further afield. 
 
The Society applied for funds to contribute to wigs for the players in La Cage Aux Folles and 
other future productions.  To promote the musical, cast members in full costume participated in 
a ‘flash mob’ with songs and dances from the show.  The musical was enjoyed by both the cast 
and audience with a review from Greater Manchester Drama Federation stating the production 
had ‘excellent orchestral accompaniment.  Great lead performances’. 



 

 

 

  

“Petrus volunteers and service users were 

provided the opportunity to inspire and 

engage…their enthusiasm and the 

knowledge and skills they had learned 

could be passed on to other groups” 

Denis Skelton 

Co-ordinator, Petrus Community 

 

Recipient: Petrus Community 

Project: Creative Green Spaces 

Fund: Clean & Green Fund 

Awarded: £1,300 

 

The Creative Green Spaces project aimed to renovate and beautify small open spaces in the 
local area by creating edible and non-edible interactive and wildlife friendly landscapes.  Areas 
were cleaned and planted up with bedding plants, bulbs, fruits and vegetables with small 
spaces using the planting methods of vertical planting and ‘living roofs’.  Fixed garden furniture 
and decorations were provided for community gardening projects and there was a focus on 
creating wildlife friendly spaces by choosing plants that encourage beneficial insects and by 
making/installing insect hotels and bird feeders.  The activities provided an opportunity to 
engage with the local community and make a positive contribution to improve local outdoor 
spaces. 
 
Various projects around Rochdale were undertake by Green Gym volunteers including Petrus 
service users. 

Women’s Housing Action Group (WHAG) 
Six sessions at WHAG’s residential project in Castleton assisted them to create a colourful food 
growing project to challenge the idea that growing food had to look like an allotment rather than 
be bright and cheerful.  As part of the sessions, thirteen Rose Court residents and the Green 
Gym volunteers plus service users sowed and cultivated a variety of food and flower seeds to 
create a fruit and flower bed.  Planters were built and painted including a bench planter as the 
residents had a small memorial area for a recently deceased former resident.  Also brightly 
painted small plant pots were filled with flowers and hung to create a vertical planting wall on the 
railings on one end of the garden. 



 

 

 

  

Multicultural Arts And Media Centre (MAMC) 

Two sessions at the Multicultural Arts and Media Centre in the Milkstone and Deeplish ward 
were attended by Petrus Green Gym, service users and three volunteers from MAMC.  During 
the sessions a small unused, overgrown internal courtyard was tidied and existing planters were 
reused as well as four donated musical instruments (three drums and a guitar) were mounted 
on the wall and filled with plants such as Nasturtiums and Nicotiana that attract pollinators. The 
aim was to create a low maintenance area that could be used by the volunteers and service 
users at MAMC that reflected what their project was about and it would attract wildlife into an 
area where previously there was no natural garden. 

Stroke Association 
Four sessions with the Stroke Association created an edible purple allotment patch which was 
named the purple patch. The idea was to reflect the colours of the Stroke Association’s logo 
which is primarily purple with some yellow and white.  Plants were grown from seed to be 
planted at their allotment space in Castleton.  Borage, purple carrots, purple mustard, beetroot 
and purple podded peas and other purple varieties of salad vegetables were planted. 

Dera Farm 
Petrus have been working at BME Health Matters Dera Farm regularly throughout the project 
assisting with the launch of the farm and helping to get the food growing on site up and running. 
‘Dera’ comes from the name of typical small dwellings found on farm land in Pakistan.  As part 
of the project, the Green Gym volunteers learnt about the farming methods in Pakistan from the 
farm’s founder and about how farming in Pakistan is a communal venture.  The volunteers 
planted onions, potatoes, garlic, fruit trees and salad vegetables which when cropped will be 
used by service users and volunteers from BME, Petrus and other groups who are involved with 
the farm at events organised by BME Health Matters.  In addition to the above, Petrus have 
recently begun to build a living sculpture of a tube well out of surplus earth that had been dug 
out to make beds and piled up prior to the farm opening. This sculpture will be planted up with 
flowers. 



Beswicke Royds Street Bathtub 
The Beswicke Royds Street Bathtub project was born out of a donation of a bath from one of 
the volunteers who had recently had a walk in shower installed.  It was pink and looked rather 
scruffy but it was considered great to upcycle into a large flower planter at the Petrus base on 
Beswicke Royds Street.  Volunteers built around the sides of the bath, painted the bath and the 
woodwork and then planted it up with summer blooming flowers.  It has been a talking point 
from the start and now that summer has arrived and it is in full bloom it has become a colourful 
unusual focal point in the grounds. 

Wellfield Street Upcycled Planter 
Wellfield Street had a small garden that had become over grown with perennial weeds.  It has a 
few small very shallow beds that are unsuitable for planting in at present and the rest is either 
tarmacked or paved so the only current way of growing is to do so in containers.  The grounds 
are visible from the road so following on from the bath tub and musical instrument planters, 
Petrus volutneers felt inspired to continue the theme of unusual planters that would engage 
people in conversation about their environment and used an old dressing table to create a floral 
display. 

Falinge Road Container Garden 
Three projects are being completed at Petrus Housing around the borough.  Falinge Road is a 
residential property with a car park to the front and a small garden to the rear.  The ground at 
the property is in very poor condition.  To compensate for this situation, Petrus have built 
planters to grow food to demonstrate the value of container gardening in areas where food 
cannot be grown in the ground. 

Nominated ‘grot spots’ 
Green Gym volunteers worked with both RBH in Kirkholt and the Environmental Action Group in 
Deeplish on public areas that had been nominated as a ‘grot spot’.  These locations were 
particularly overgrown and had become a magnet for litter. 



 

 

 

  

The Creative Green Spaces project has had an impact on the wider community in a number of 
ways.  The project had a positive affect on the service users and volunteers at Petrus and other 
organisations worked with by allowing the opportunity for them to take on a creative role and 
give thought to how they would like to change their own environments in the places that they 
live and/or volunteer.  It has also provided an opportunity for them to engage with the wider 
community and think about their local environment in terms of appearance but also regarding 
issues such as recycling, sustainable and ethical gardening.  The projects undertaken have all 
become talking points amongst those who visit or pass the projects and led to them engaging in 
conversations with staff, service users or volunteers about the projects.  Opportunities have 
arose to discuss the rationale behind the projects and wider environmental issues.  In some 
cases this has inspired people to have a go themselves at home or in the places they work and 
volunteer.  For example, one of the Petrus service users looked around for materials that could 
be used to build a large wishing well planter and in doing so created his own side project at 
Beswicke Royds Street.  Also two other Petrus volunteers were inspired to start another project 
using the timber from broken divan bed bases to create planters at the Petrus projects at 
Falinge and Beswicke Royds Street.  In both cases the materials upcycled would have 
otherwise been destined for landfill.  At Rose Court many of the residents engaged spoke of 
how they would like to personalise their immediate environment and through the project took 
ownership of the garden by taking on other mini projects such as repairing the existing broken 
benches to create a seating area so they could hold meetings and activities outdoors.  Some of 
the residents have also begun to grow plants on their windowsills and outside their front doors.  
The community has also benefited from Petrus using their resources to tidy local gardens that 
had become overgrown and unmanageable for the tenants.  At Arnold Bagnall Court in Kirkholt 
there were numerous beneficiaries including elderly residents, the staff, visitors to the home as 
well as passers-by.  Members of the public also benefited from the clean up of an area of 
Kirkholt with Rochdale Boroughwide Housing and work carried out in Deeplish with the 
Environmental Action Group. 

Local residents’ gardens with Rochdale Boroughwide Housing 
Petrus had four residents’ gardens referred to them by Rochdale Boroughwide Housing on the 
Kirkholt Housing Estate and also Arnold Bagnall Court Nursing Home which were all in need of 
a tidy.  One example of the gardens attended was on Hilltop Drive where a large skip full of 
garden waste was removed.  The resident in this case suffered with mental health issues and 
she had not been able to cope with the amount of work required to bring her garden up to an 
adequate standard.  As time had passed other people had been fly tipping in her garden adding 
to problem.  Petrus volunteers transformed the garden into a manageable green space that she 
could once again enjoy. 



 Petrus had a high level of engagement from service users and volunteers (39 individuals 
participated) and this was also the case with those from the organisations worked with. Based 
on feedback, observations and conversations with those involved, the project did appear to 
have an impact on their perceptions of their environment and increased a sense of community 
cohesion.  Other benefits were also found particularly at Rose Court which houses vulnerable 
women. The female residents stated how it had been valuable in regards to providing them with 
the opportunity to interact with males in a safe and appropriate environment.  In addition, 
working with groups such as the Stroke Association has given volunteers and service users 
knowledge around strokes and preventative health measures.  Petrus involvement with the 
Stroke Association led to two of the volunteers completing the Step Out sponsored walk held in 
Queens Park by the Stroke Association that provided a further opportunity to engage with the 
wider community. 

The volunteers and service users have enjoyed all of the projects, however, one of the 
highlights was working with BME Health Matters at Dera Farm and Rose Court.  The farm has 
been an excellent resource for learning about organic growing methods and for observing local 
wildlife.  In addition, it has also been a learning resource about food growing methods in other 
areas of the world which as a by-product has created an awareness of other cultures such as 
Pakistan.  Rose Court gave the Petrus volunteers and service users the opportunity to inspire 
and engage the Women’s Housing Action Group and they saw how their enthusiasm, 
knowledge and skills could be passed on to other groups. 

All the projects have had a focus on using outdoor spaces for growing, using small spaces to 
grow or recycled materials in unusual ways.  Also the projects had an underlying focus on 
organic growing methods and encouraging wildlife to increase biodiversity through selecting 
plants that attract beneficial insects such as bees and butterflies. 



“These look great and the residents are 

delighted” 

Councillor Sullivan

Recipient: Rochdale Council Environmental Management 

Project: Castleton and Bamford Planters 

Fund: Members Capital Fund and Ward Capital Fund 

Awarded: £900 and £1,295 

Hexagonal planters were installed in Castleton Village and Diggles Lane, Bamford in response 
to issues raised with Ward Councillors. 

The appearance of Castleton village is a regular topic at Castleton Area Forum and the village 
features on the Rochdale Township in Bloom route.  These planters have improved the 
environmental landscape with attractive floral displays near St Aidan’s Church on either side of 
Manchester Road. 

Environmental Management supplied and installed two planted hexagonal planters on Diggles 
Lane to prevent vehicular access to a stretch of unadopted road and complement the grassed 
area to be landscaped by United Utilities.  The planters have ceased the deterioration of the 
carriageway at this location and created an attractive horticultural feature to be enjoyed by the 
local community.  Local residents have agreed to be responsible for future planting and 
maintenance of the planters after the initial season. 




